
 

Hear first hand from Fernbank archaeologist Dennis 

Blanton as he discusses newly discovered Spanish artifacts 

and their significant contribution to our understanding of 

early Georgia History. 

Fernbank archaeological expeditions have recovered elusive evidence of 
Europe’s expansion into the New World nearly 500 years ago. Rare artifacts 
of Spanish origin are turning up at an excavation in southeast Georgia 
where no one expected to see them. An unusually large number of metal 
objects and jewel-like glass beads, characteristic of the period 1500-1550, 
have been found in and around a surprisingly large Native American build-
ing. The findings are indicative of a place where initial, face-to-face contact 
occurred between exploring Spanish and native Indian people. The most 
plausible source of the Spanish artifacts is none other than the infamous 
conquistador, Hernando de Soto, who led a small army through the area of 
Georgia in 1540. 

 

 
Sunday, November 1,  

4:00 pm 
 
 
 

Fernbank Museum 
Auditorium 

 
 
 

Cost: Included with Museum 
membership or admission.  

Advanced reservations 
required at 404.929.6400.  

Seating is limited. 

  

767 Clifton Road NE 

Atlanta, GA 30307 

Ticketing: 404.929.6400 

www.fernbankmuseum.org 

FERNBANK  M USEUM  OF  
NATURAL  HISTORY  

 Join us for a Fernbank Museum Exclusive Opportunity! 
 

De Soto’s Footsteps:  
New Archaeological Evidence in Georgia 
 
Dennis Blanton, Fernbank Curator of  Native American Archaeology 


