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Gone  But  Not  Forgotten
Rediscovering  the  Civil  War  through  Archaeology

From  1861  to  1865  the  United  States  of  America  was  torn  apart  by  war.  This  time  the  

pitting  brother  against  brother.  Georgia  was  the  scene  of  numerous  military  engagements  

to   one   estimate,   Georgia’s   population   was   approximately   480,000   in   the   1860s.  
Over   125,000  Georgians   served   in   the   Confederate   States   of   America   accounting   for  
approximately   26%   of   the   State’s   population.  Of   these,   over  
30,000  Confederate   soldiers   from  Georgia   lost   their   lives   in  
defense   of   their   beloved   Southland.   In   comparison,   a   small  
number   of   white   southerners   sympathized   with   the   North  
and  donned  the  Union  uniform.    More  substantial  numbers  of  

their   efforts   in   support   of   the   Union   and   sought   ways   to  
undermine  the  Confederate  cause.    A  number  of  freed  African  

Georgia  contains  an  array  of  archaeological  sites  relating  to  this  
tumultuous   time   in   our   nation’s   history,   including   arsenals,  

minutes   to  protracted   sieges   lasting   several  months,   such  as  

sides   included  the  excavation  of   trenches,  artillery  batteries,  and  forts.  In  some  cases,  

River  and  those  on  the  west  side  of  Savannah.  Cavalry  engagements,  such  as  Brigadier  

Coastal  Georgia  in  the  Early  Years  of  the  War

Fort  Pulaski

Carolina  from  the  United  States.  The  fort  was  a  primary  target  of  Union  forces  because  it  
guarded  the  coastal  entrance  
to  the  port  city  of  Savannah.  
Although  the  siege  of  the  fort  
by   Union   forces   required  
months   of   preparation,   the  
Confederate   surrender   was  
short  in  coming.  The  assault  

on   April   10,   1862.   After   30  
hours   of   bombardment,  
C.S.A.   Colonel   Charles   H.  
Olmstead   surrendered,   and  

Hundred  are  included  among  the  burials  of  this  hallowed  ground.  

In   order   to   accomplish   this   victory,   the   U.S.   troops   constructed   a   series   of   artillery  

Most   of   the   remaining   batteries   remain   undiscovered.   The   U.S.   Army   headquarters  

Thomas  W.  Sherman’s  occupation  in  late  1861  and  early  1862.  

stronghold   for   the   Confederacy.   The   river   forts   on   the   Savannah   River   were   further  
strengthened  by  an  “interior   line”  of   forts  and  heavy  artillery  positions  on  Savannah’s  

Confederates.  Troops  were  garrisoned  there  for  several  years,  and  this  fort  was  one  of  a  

late  in  the  War.  

Many  Georgians  who  supported  the  Confederate  cause  fought  in  battles  in  the  eastern  
theatre   in  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia.  Although  coastal  Georgia  saw  action  

In   this  year,  she  was  unable   to  escape   the  wrath  of  Major  General  William  Tecumseh  
Sherman  and  Union  troops  as  they  cut  a  swath  from  the  mountains  to  the  sea.

General  William  Tecumseh  Sherman’s  Campaigns

Atlanta  Campaign,  Spring  –  Summer  1864
The  Civil  War  ushered   in   an   era  of   industrial   expansion   for  Atlanta.   In   1862,   fearing  
capture  by  Federal  forces  approaching  Nashville,  Atlanta  became  the  site  of  a  Confederate  

also  manufactured  in  the  city.  Numerous  hospitals  were  
established   in   the  Atlanta   vicinity   to   accommodate   the  

Tennessee   and   North   Georgia.   In   addition,   Atlanta’s  

as  the  “Gate  City.”

While   in   Chattanooga   in   the   spring   of   1864,   Sherman  
received   orders   to   advance   his   army   of   100,000  
troops   as   far   as   possible   into   Georgia.      The   primary  
objectives  were  to  sever  the   lifeline  of   the  Confederacy,  
the   Western   &   Atlantic   Railroad,   and   to   destroy   one  
of   the   major   suppliers   of   the   Confederate   army,   the  

manufacturing  and  distribution  center  for  war  materials  

From   his   headquarters   at   Tunnel   Hill,   Sherman   launched   the   campaign   to   capture  

Sherman  designed  a   feint   to  divert   the  attention  of  Confederate   forces   from  his  movements  

  
Dug  Gap  and  Rocky  Face  Ridge,  May  7-­9,  1864
On  May  8th,  General  Geary  made  four  unsuccessful  attempts  to  conquer  the  Confederates  at  

Union  force.  This  action  resulted  in  approximately  300  U.S.  Army  casualties,  a  number  of  whom  

Resaca,  May  7-­16,  1864
The  ensuing  Battle  at  Resaca  was  a  major  engagement  that  resulted  in  great  loss  of  life  on  both  

However,   investigations   of   a   proposed   access   road   and   visitor   center   provided   a   detailed  

the  recovered  items  provided  new  insights  into  the  nature  of  the  battle  on  this  section  of  the  

earlier  relic  hunter  activity.

Advance  on  Atlanta,  Spring  –  Summer  1864
Confederate   forces  mustered   the   strength   to  
stall  Union  troop  movements  with  actions  at  
Allatoona  Pass,  Kennesaw  Mountain,  and  the  
Chattahoochee   River.   Recent   archaeological  
investigations   at   the   Kennesaw   Mountain  

portion   of   the   1864   Atlanta   Campaign   from  
an   archaeological   perspective.   Charged   with  
examining  a  project  area  that  extended  from  
Federal   to   Confederate   lines,   researchers  

Mountain.  Using  extensive  documentary  research,  systematic  metal  detection,  GIS  technology,  

investigators   have   been   able   to   archaeologically   reconstruct   a  
segment  of  the  June  27,  1864  battle  in  an  attempt  to  capture  the  
experience  of  the  common  soldier.  

Following   the   Battle   of   Kennesaw   Mountain,   Confederate  
General  Joseph  Johnston’s  Army  of  Tennessee  withdrew  from  

Although  the  battle  was  a  Confederate  victory,  it  left  Johnston  
in  an  untenable  position,  forcing  his  army  to  withdraw  further  
south  for  fear  of  losing  Marietta  to  the  larger  Federal  army.  Brief  

Siege  of  Atlanta,  July  –  August  1864

great  New  South  metropolis  of  Atlanta  was  at  one  time  “one  vast  fort.”  Today,  the  scattered  

erupted  on  July  22,  1864  as  both  sides  struggled  to  gain  control  of  the  high  ground  between  
their  respective  battle  lines.  

Lovejoy/Nash  Farm,  July  –  November  1864

Cavalrymen  under  the  command  of  General  Sul  Ross.  Archaeological  evidence  of  this  event,  
which  lasted  less  than  an  hour,  was  discovered  in  2007  and  is  fully  documented  in  a  research  

Sherman’s  March  to  the  Sea  

Emerging  as  the  victors  of  the  Atlanta  Campaign,  General  Sherman  and  Union  troops  rested  in  

and  Confederate  forces  moved  toward  northern  Alabama  and  Tennessee  in  an  attempt  to  have  
Sherman  follow,  Sherman  refused  to  give  chase.  Instead,  he  ordered  the  forced  evacuation  of  the  

city’s  inhabitants  and  continued  to  plan  his  

much   of   Atlanta’s   infrastructure,   Union  
forces   left   the   city  on  November   15,   1864  
headed  south  with  Savannah  in  their  sights.  

Griswoldville,  November  21-­22,  1864
Engagements   in   central   Georgia   were  
widespread  but  mostly  brief.    Sherman  had  
no   intention  of  being  bogged  down  in  the  
central  part  of  the  state  without  his  supply  

the   futile   Confederate   cause.   Confederate   soldiers   at   Griswoldville   faced   an   overwhelming  

archaeologically.

Siege  of  Savannah,  December  1864

end  of  his  epic  “March  to  the  Sea”  campaign.  A  last  ditch  effort  by  the  greatly  outnumbered  
Confederates   to   slow   the   Union   advance   resulted   in   brief   battles   at  Monteith   Swamp   and  

the  swamp.  While  they  were  no  match  for  the  12,000  men  of  Sherman’s  20th  Corps,  they  held  

Fort  McAllister,  December  13,  1864  

of  detailed  archaeological  study.

A  Christmas  Gift  for  President  Lincoln

wage  all   out  war  on   the   citizens  of  Georgia.  As   the  Union   soldiers  were   “living  off   the   land  

the  city  of  Savannah  to  him  as  a  Christmas  gift.    

Wilson’s  Raid  –  Last  Campaign  of  the  Civil  War

Fort  Tyler,  April  1865  

on  industrial  complexes  in  Alabama  and  west  central  Georgia.  Industrial  areas  of  Columbus  
were  put  to  the  torch,  and  Wilson  was  victorious  in  battle  there  on  Easter  Sunday,  April  16.    

underwater  archaeological  survey  in  the  Chattahoochee  River  near  the  fort  discovered  a  sword,  
still  in  its  scabbard,  lying  on  the  river  bottom.

Confederate  Military  Industrial  Complexes

The  Confederacy  operated  numerous  boatyards  on  its   inland  rivers  to  supply  the  war  effort.  
The  most  substantial  operation  was  on  the  Chattahoochee  River.  The  story  of  the  Confederate  
Navy  is  interpreted  at  the  Port  Columbus  National  Civil  War  Museum  in  Columbus,  Georgia.  
On  exhibit  are  the  hulls  of  two  Confederate  gunboats,  the  C.S.S.  Chattahoochee  and  the  C.S.S.  
Jackson.  Both  hulls  were  recovered  archaeologically  from  the  Chattahoochee  River.

century.   The   arsenal   was   moved   to   higher  

militiamen  seized   the  arsenal   in  January  1861  
following  Georgia’s   secession   from   the  Union.  

world   was   built   near   the   site   of   the   original  
arsenal   and   was   in   operation   by   early   Spring  
1862.  Colonel  George  Washington  Rains  served  
as  commandant  of  the  arsenal  and  the  powder  

remains,  several  architectural  remnants  of  the  
arsenal  remain  intact  on  the  campus  of  Augusta  
State   University.   Archaeological   exploration  

revealed   aspects   of   life   in   this   military   industrial   complex   where   guns,   ammunition,   and  
military  accoutrements  were  manufactured.  

One  target  of  Sherman’s  horsemen  in  July  1864  was  a  large  leather  tannery  operation  in  Clinton  

were  revealed  as  a  result  of  this  study  which  included  historical  documents  research,  detailed  

Prisoner  of  War  Camps

Camp  Sumter/Andersonville

prison  camps  established  during  the  Civil  War.  This  prison  had  a  brief  but  infamous  history.  

soldiers  from  the  many  battles  in  north  and  central  Georgia,  as  well  as  adjacent  states.  

Sherman’s  army  pushed  further  into  Georgia,  the  Confederates  feared  that  Andersonville  
was   one   of   his   intended  destinations.  Archaeological   exploration   at   the   site   has   been  
limited   to   identifying   the   gate   entrances   and   sections  of   the  prison  walls.  Portions  of  

information  based  on  the  results  of  archaeological  investigations  conducted  at  the  site.  

Prisoner  of  War  Museum  and  Andersonville  National  Cemetery.  

Camp  Lawton  

the  largest  prison  in  the  world.  Prisoners  from  Camp  Sumter  were  transferred  by  train  

that   more   than  
a   thousand  
p r i s o n e r s  
died   while  
held   there.   In  

archaeologists  
d i s c o v e r e d  
the   relatively  
u n d i s t u r b e d  
occupation   sites  

of   the   Union  

promises  to  reveal  many  aspects  of  life  in  a  Confederate  prison.  As  this  historic  site  is  

and  the  U.S.  Fish  &  Wildlife  Service.    

The  Future  of  Civil  War  Research  in  Georgia

understanding  of  events  in  Georgia  during  the  Civil  War.  This  subject  is  of  great  interest  

the   landscape   for   tangible   evidence.   Several   collaborative   projects   have   involved  
professional  archaeologists  and  relic  collectors,  but  there  remains  room  for  considerable  
improvement  in  this  relationship.  For  the  archaeologist,  context  is  key.  The  geographic  
locations  of  the  battle  objects  are  a  vital  part  of  the  story.  Once  these  clues  have  been  

cases,   the   telltale   evidence   left   by   the   battle   artifacts   tells   a  more   accurate   version   of  
the  battle  story.  Archaeologists  and  relic  collectors  should  pursue  additional  avenues  to  

with  a  scale.

To   learn  more  about  Federal  and  State   laws  relating   to  archaeology  and  how  you  can  
contribute  to  Georgia  Archaeology,  we  encourage  you  to  visit  http://www.thesga.org  and  
http://shapiro.anthro.uga.edu/GASF/site_pamphlet.html.

To   view   references  used   in   compiling   the   text   for   this   poster,   visit   http://thesga.org/

Andersonville  National  Historic  Site  

Andersonville,  GA  31711  

www.nps.gov/ande

Millen,  GA  30442

Fort  Oglethorpe,  GA  30742

www.nps.gov/chch

Richmond  Hill,  GA  31324

US  Hwy.  80  East  b/t  Savannah  &  Tybee  Island
P.O.  Box  30757
Savannah,  GA  31410  

www.nps.gov/fopu

Kennesaw,  GA  30152

100  Babbs  Mill  Road  
Hampton,  GA  30228

4432  Mt.  Tabor  Church  Road

Port  Columbus  National  Civil  War  Naval  Museum  

  www.portcolumbus.org
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